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Bloomsbury Early Years is a subscription website
with thousands of ideas for early years settings.

The activities are sorted and organised by

EYFS area, topic, Characteristics of Effective

Learning, age and more, providing great
support and fresh ideas for your planning.

Whether you need activities for cookery,
outdoors, or learning maths through
stories, Bloomsbury Early Years has got

it covered. With new ideas added every
term, it helps you create inspirational
learning opportunities in your setting

and keep your practice fresh and relevant.

Who is Bloomsbury | \%

Early Years for?

Bloomsbury Early Years is
perfect for anyone working with
children in the Early Years. It has
activities and ideas for those
working with babies, toddlers
and 3-5 year olds, and is suitable
for childminders, nurseries and
schools’ Foundation Stage
(nursery and reception).

The subscription cost of

£48+VAT provides full access
for all adults working within a
single site setting. Each adult
can create a personal area and
save their favourite ideas.

How it works

Bloomsbury Early Years is a huge bank of
ideas and activities for adults working in early
years settings. Each activity uses cheap or
easy-to-find resources, gives step-by-step
instructions and makes the links to learning
clear and simple.

The ‘Ideas for..." pages help you jump
straight to activities on a particular theme, or
you can browse and explore the full range.

You can filter search results by choosing
options in the left hand menu. This means
that if you want an activity for 3-5 year olds,
using water, for a particular season, that
works on motor skills, you'll be able to find it!

You can access the site by username and
password or IP address so that all devices

within the setting are automatically logged in.

All activities can be saved, printed and
shared, and all staff in your setting can have
full access to everything.
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ONE POTATO, TWO POTATO
Anidea for measures

by Carole Skinner and Judith Stevens

This experience gives children opportunities to explore things that affreally heavy.

@ Whatare they learning?

Measures - weight; choosing and using own methods to find a solufon

What you need

« An collection of assorted shopping bags, including some very
small bags

+ Avegetable rack full of several kilos of large potatoes

D Whatyoudo

1. Talk to the children about the potatoes and the bags - iscuss size, shape and weight.

2. Support the chidren as they choose a bag and stimate how many potatoes will fit into t - then try it out together
and see.

3. When the chidren begin to talk about weight, ask appropriate questions (see Wha you could say).
4.y to ind two bags that will each hold the same number of large potatoes.

5. As a group, select one bag that holds four potatoes. Challenge the chidren to find a bag that willhold twice as many
potatoes (eigh).

6. Hold one bag in each hand and discuss the weight of each,

7. Now find a bag that holds half the number of potatoss (two).

% Whatyou say
 Talk to the children about what they predict and why.
» Make comments about what is happening, such as: “Oh, this bag is really heavy!”

« Introduce and model the use of the language of weight - ‘heavy’, ‘heavier than’ and ‘heaviest’; ight’ )
and ‘ightest.

+ Introduce the dea of doubling and halving, and give children lots of time to experiment.

+ Make fnks with home experiences: I buy my potatoes n a sack from the vegetable stalnear the satih.”

Keywords.

Mathematical language: heavy, heavier than, heavies; ight, lighter than, ightest.

() Ready for more?

+ Make potato salad with the children.
+ Peel and chop the potatoes, boil until cooked and then cool.

+ Cut the cold potatoes into smaller pieces with the children and toss in mayonnaise and chopped dil, chives or
parsley.

« While preparing the potatoes, talk about weight and sie.

Where to go next: Buckets ful of fun
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Helpful hints gives
practical advice and
safety instructions.

What you need lists
the equipment, space
or resources the activity
requires. We try and
keep them cheap (or
free) and easy to find.

What you do and
What you say guides
you simply and clearly
through delivering
the session, with
helpful prompts

for conversation.

Keywords are highlighted
and provide a reminder
of good words to be
revisiting throughout

the activity.

Ready for more? gives
ideas for next steps and
how to develop the
activity further.

Look, listen and note
links the activity with
Development Matters
statements — a useful
guide when assessing and
planning where to go next.

Panel at side is where
you can see an overview
of curriculum links,
Characteristics of Effective
Learning, topics covered
and age suitability.



