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l The Core Student Book gives a firm foundation in the skills and 
knowledge required for both courses

l The Advanced Student Book revisits the Assessment Objectives at a 
more sophisticated level, offering extra challenge

l Help all students make good progress. Each chapter follows the 
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l End-of-chapter ‘Apply your skills’ practice tasks and annotated 
answers help students understand how to improve their work
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to twenty-first century literature and literary non-fiction, perfect for 
building students’ confidence in tackling unseen texts
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l Explore the contexts of 19th-century fiction and 
Romantic poetry with videos from the British 
Library, images, fact sheets, worksheets and 
annotated text extracts
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before you buy. Speak to your local rep for more 
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When the students feed back their ideas from this part of the lesson, it might be useful 
to draw their attention to the ways in which Kelly is creating a sense of tension. 
Also, highlight how the use of unresolved, unfinished questions creates a sense of 
mystery and invites the audience to want to know more about what has happened 
and what this conversation is about. You might also want to draw attention to the 
ways in which the unanswered questions suggest a shared knowledge between Jan 
and Mark.  

Develop the skills 
PPT

 

Display PPT 4.4, slide 2, and read the extract from A Walk in the Woods. Read the Key 
term description of ‘structural features’ and see if there are any ideas here that the 
students could add to their spider diagram. 

Give the students 10 minutes to complete Q7, either using Worksheet 4.4 or copying 
and completing the table in the Student Book (page 130). 

Have the students complete Q8. Ask them to look at how the final phrase ‘chronic 
depression’ is led up to. They may notice how the rest of the paragraph builds 
towards this as an inevitable consequence of the rest of the ailments being listed. 

Q9a asks the students to comment on the overall tone of the passage, and Q9b focuses 
attention on how the structural features add to the tone. Once the students have 
established the gentle tone of humour and irony, they can then suggest which 
particular structural features create this. For example:  

• The long list of unpronounceable diseases suggests the fear he has for this place. 
• The short sentence ‘There is no known cure.’ in the centre of the paragraph 

reinforces the sense of danger. 
• The list of symptoms further reiterates how focused he is on the dangers. 

  Give extra support by focusing on how the humour is created by the contrast 
between what should be feelings of excitement about this trip and Bryson’s actual 
obsessing about its potential dangers. 

Give extra challenge by drawing attention to the use of dashes and how the 
pauses they create add even more humour to the passage, as the various lists lead 
up to the final, almost inevitable, ‘chronic depression’. What effect does this have on 
the reader’s impression of Bryson? Does he sound like an intrepid explorer? 

Read the sample student response and annotations (Student Book, page 131). Draw 
attention to the ways this response deals with the writer’s purpose by identifying 
one structural technique (use of sentence structure), followed by explanations of 
two effects created by this feature. Then at the end the student links back to the 
writer’s purpose. Explain that this is important as it shows focus on the effect 
(from Lesson 4.2) of the structural technique, rather than simply identifying it. 

Apply the skills 
PPT

 

Display PPT 4.4, slide 3, which is the main task for this lesson. Give the students 15 
minutes to complete Q10, using their notes and the student response from the 
previous question as a model for how to structure their answer.  
 

Big answer 
plenary 

  

Return to the Big question from the start of the lesson. The second part of the 
question asked the students to think about why structure is important. Ask the 
students to write a sentence explaining what they have learned from this lesson 
about the importance of structure in aiding meaning. They could use the scaffold: 
‘Structure refers to … and it is important because …’. 

Ask the students to use the Check your progress outcomes to assess their written 
work and decide which of the three outcomes they think they have achieved. 
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4.4 Explain and comment on writers’ 
use of structural features 

 

Assessment objectives 
English Language  
AO2 Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and 

structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant 
subject terminology to support their views 

English Literature  
AO2 Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create 

meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where 
appropriate 

 GCSE examinations  
• English Language  

Paper 1, Questions 2, 3 

• English Language  
Paper 2, Question 3 

• English Literature  
Paper 2, Sections A and B 
 

 

Differentiated learning outcomes 
• All students must be able to identify one or more structural technique 

and attempt to explain its effect on the reader. 
• Most students should identify the writer’s purpose and viewpoint and 

clearly explain how a range of structural techniques help to demonstrate 
this purpose / viewpoint. 

• Some students could select one or two particular structural features and 
present a detailed commentary on how they work to reinforce the writer’s 
purpose and viewpoint. 

 Resources 
• Student Book: pp. 128–31 

• Worksheet: 4.4 
• PPT: 4.4 

Getting you thinking 
Big question 

  

Read the Big question: What does ‘structure’ mean and why is it important? 
Ask for students’ suggestions as to what ‘structure’ means in this context. The 
students could either offer ideas verbally for collation on the board, or write their 
ideas as a list or in sentences. At this stage their suggestions may refer to aspects 
such as sentence length, paragraphs, beginnings and endings. You can return to 
the second part of the question – ‘why is it important?’ – at the end of the lesson. 

Refer to the opening paragraph, which identifies some structural features, and make 
sure the students have read the Key term ‘cohesion’. Identify the learning point: the 
actual words themselves are only one part of the way a writer creates meaning.  

PPT
 

Display PPT 4.4, slide 1, and ask the students to complete Q1 – the spider diagram – 
using the ideas in the Student Book (pages 128–9) as well as those that have come out 
of the initial class discussion. 

Explore the skills 
Reiterate the main point from this section of the lesson, which is how structure can be 
used to shape understanding.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Have the students complete Q2 by reading the extract from DNA in pairs, in a variety 
of different ways. Allow at least five minutes for the students to practise this, before 
asking for feedback on where the pace might be different, where the overlaps might 
be, and what might change in terms of mood by altering the pace at different 
moments. 

Discuss Q3 and ask the students to suggest responses to this question. They should 
identify that it is Mark who has the information and Jan who is in the dark. 

Allow the students 10–15 minutes to complete Q4a, Q4b, Q5 and Q6. This could be 
done independently or as discussion in pairs or groups.  

Save 100 hours 
of planning 
time with the 
clear learning 
sequence and 

Track progress and identify 
areas for further improvement 
with synoptic, exam-style tasks
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